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QUEER LIVES IN SOUTHEAST EUROPE

LGBTIQ individuals are gaining visibility in most Southeast
European countries. This comes despite a prevalence of
homo- and transphobia on the societal level and of ambiva-
lence in the political field. Europeanisation and European legal
norms have facilitated queer activism and provide a modicum
of legitimacy to the recognition of gender variance. Increased
visibility and self-confidence has, however, met with pushback
from traditionalist and religious circles, for whom LGBTIQ
individuals constitute a major target for hate speech and
anger. This seminar series seeks to provide an introduction to
the changing context of queer lives in the Balkans and Turkey,
raising a wide range of questions from the challenge of legal
recognition and the power and limitations of civil rights activ-
ism, to the multi-faceted impact of Europeanisation and the
consequences of the return of religion in the everyday life. We
will address these questions from an interdisciplinary perspec-
tive, bringing together scholars from the social sciences and
legal studies with activists and representatives of civil rights
organisations from Southeast Europe.
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Cenk Ozbay
(Sabanci University Istanbul):
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QUEERS
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Koen Slotmaeckers
(City University of London):
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Nita Luci and Linda Gusia
(University of Prishtina):
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KOSOVO
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