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Book Presentation  

Towards Postsecular Memory Studies: Remembering Suffering and Re-
sistance. Memory Politics and the Serbian Orthodox Church   
 

 
 
March 10, 2025; 15:00-16:00 (CET) 

Online via Zoom 

Speakers: 

• Karin Roginer Hofmeister is a post-doctoral researcher and lecturer in Holocaust Studies 
at the Institute of International Studies at Charles University in Prague, and coordinator 
of the Malach Centre for Visual History. Email: karin.roginer.hofmeister@fsv.cuni.cz 

• The book will be discussed by Bojan Aleksov, Associate Professor of Southeast European 
History at the UCL School of Slavonic Studies. b.aleksov@ucl.ac.uk 

 

Moderation:  

• Kateřina Králová, Charles University & Czech Academy of Sciences, Head of the SOG Part-
ner Office in Prague. kralova@fsv.cuni.cz. 
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Topic 
Assessing issues related to the Orthodox Church from an academic, secular point of view is a sensitive 
matter. However, by tracing and interpreting the engagement of the Serbian Church with the memory of 
Serbian heroic victimhood in World War II through a kind of “methodological agnosticism,” this volume 
has managed to tackle the subtle topic in a very delicate and value-neutral way. Arguing that the search 
for a collective memory is particularly urgent in the face of societal uncertainty and that religious institu-
tions often use their memory potential to reaffirm their public relevance, the book examines the motiva-
tions, forms, strategies, and outcomes of a wide range of mnemonic activities the Serbian Orthodox 
Church engaged in following the upheavals caused by the collapse of Yugoslav socialism, the violent dis-
solution of the country, and the fall of the Milošević regime. These activities, taking place within the 
memory fields framed by the post-socialist, post-conflict, and post-secular horizons, took liturgical and 
non-liturgical forms, often involving a hybrid fusion of the two. As a result of this mnemonic endeavor, 
the author argues, the Church was successful in reasserting its power and legitimacy in the public sphere 
of post-2000 Serbia. 
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Registration 
Registration is not required. Link to the Website: 
https://sogde.org/de/events/towards-postsecular-memory-studies/  
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