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 Gülistan Gürbey 

The Turkish Strategy of a “Terror-Free Turkey” and 
the Dissolution of the PKK – Geopolitical Calculus or 
Peace Initiative?
The Turkish strategy of establishing a “terror-free Turkey” and Abdullah Öcalan’s call for 
“peace and a democratic society” are primarily to be understood as responses to shifting 
geopolitical power dynamics in Syria and the broader region – rather than as expressions 
of a genuine peace initiative. Both sides invoke the narrative of “Turkish-Kurdish brother-
hood,” yet they associate it with significantly diverging goals: while the Turkish government 
seeks the unconditional dissolution and disarmament of the PKK – framing the process as 
a means of expanding regional influence and consolidating domestic power – the pro-
Kurdish DEM party and the PKK demand concrete political and legal steps toward democ-
ratization and political inclusion.
Despite these fundamental divergences, the PKK’s declared self-dissolution presents a 
historic opportunity to resolve the Kurdish conflict in Turkey in a sustainable manner. 
Whether the Turkish government will seize this opportunity in the medium to long term re-
mains to be seen.

Thomas Brey

Serbia – Acceptance of Violence Blocks Reforms and 
Democratization
This article deals with the widespread acceptance of violence as a means of resolving con-
flicts in politics and society in Serbia. As in neighbouring countries, violence in Serbia 
serves as a tool for political elites to secure their power. This tendency is reflected, for ex-
ample, in regular physical clashes in parliaments. It also extends into the private sphere, 
manifesting itself in amok runs, femicides, excessive use of weapons and the socialization 
of young people into violence. Since this obstructs reforms and democratisation, the EU 
should develop counterstrategies. At the same time, it is important to combat Russian 
propaganda, which reinforces anti-Western narratives throughout the region.
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Oliver Kannenberg

Election Kvartet in Croatia – The Super Election Year 
2024/2025
Croatian citizens went to the polls four times within 13 months. Starting with the national 
parliamentary elections in April 2024, followed by the elections to the European Parlia-
ment, the presidential elections at the turn of the year, and the local elections in May 2025, 
offices and mandates have been changed or confirmed in Croatia’s multi-level system. 
Overall, the impression of party-political stability that has already characterized Croatia’s 
political landscape in recent years remained intact. However, the past few months in Croa-
tia have been far from uneventful or inconsequential. On the contrary, the four elections, 
some of which involved multiple rounds of voting, were marked by significant twists and 
turns. These included the president’s (non-)candidacy and his public feud with the Consti-
tutional Court, followed by widespread apathy in the European elections and a landslide 
victory in the presidential elections, and ultimately surprising results in the local elections.

 Wouter Zweers / Ivan Kelečević

Geopolitically Mapping the Western Balkans – A Tale 
of Merchants, Missionaries and Miracles 
To understand how global geopolitical power shifts affect the Western Balkans, this policy 
brief provides an interactive geopolitical mapping of the region based on a newly devel-
oped Clingendael Institute methodology. Drawing on an extensive expert survey of 85 re-
sponses, the paper maps political relations and economic, security and social interactions 
between the countries of the Western Balkans, influential regional actors, and great  powers, 
thereby identifying key regional dynamics. Finally, the paper assesses the ramifications of 
geopolitical dynamics in the Western Balkans for the European Union’s approach towards 
the region. Recommendations for the EU include taking a firmer stance towards Western 
Balkan countries and EU Member States that enable unwarranted foreign influence, thus 
undermining democracy and stability in the region.

Moritz Filter

Cross-border Public Transport in the Successor 
States of Yugoslavia
Cross-border public transport in the former Yugoslavia was massively disrupted by the 
collapse of the union and the subsequent wars. New national borders replaced previously 
seamless mobility. Rail transport suffered drastic losses: many lines were closed or never 
rebuilt, and connections between the capitals came to a standstill. Meanwhile, bus trans-
port operates largely without subsidies and lacks coordination. Initiatives such as the Ber-
lin Process and the Transport Community are striving for modernization and better integra-
tion into the European transport network, but progress remains slow. Technical and politi-
cal hurdles – such as outdated infrastructure, a lack of bilateral agreements, and limited 
financial resources – continue to hinder development.
This article addresses these challenges by analyzing recent developments and highlighting 
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important perspectives for strengthening cross-border public transport. To this end, exist-
ing objectives and concepts were examined and challenged through expert discussions 
with relevant stakeholders.

Roland Borchers 

Interview with Andreas Assael on the Origins of the 
Exhibition “Jewish Forced Labor in Karya”
Andreas Assael, a descendant of Jewish survivors, speaks with Roland Borchers about how 
he came across long-forgotten photos of forced labor in Karya, Greece, and why, and in 
what way, he was able to recognize and classify them. He also recounts the arduous jour-
ney from his initial discoveries to an international travelling exhibition. The interview com-
plements the article “Jewish Forced Labor in Karya – An Analysis in the Context of the Berlin 
Special Exhibition” by Kateřina Králová, published in SOM 65 (1) 2025.

 Ioannis Brigkos

Aspects of Greek Ostpolitik in the Cold War –  
Between the “Menace from the North”, Financial 
Bottlenecks and Détente
This article examines Greek foreign policy during the Cold War, focusing on its Ostpolitik 
from 1952 to 1967. It explores how Greece, amid a rapidly changing geopolitical landscape, 
pursued a relatively autonomous foreign policy, attempting to balance between Western 
and Eastern blocs. Driven by economic interests, domestic dynamics, and regional pres-
sures, Greece engaged with ideologically opposed states, including long-time adversaries. 
Central to this reorientation were the ideas of peaceful coexistence and détente, which 
shaped Cold War diplomacy. Determined not to be sidelined in evolving power structures, 
Greece cautiously engaged with Eastern countries, with trade and economics guiding its 
approach. Political changes and crises, such as the Cyprus issue and the 1967 military junta, 
temporarily disrupted these efforts, revealing the limits of Greece’s diplomatic reach. By 
highlighting Greece’s Eastern entanglements, the article deepens our understanding of its 
navigation through shifting Cold War dynamics.


