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Symposion des Wissenschaftlichen Beirats  

Make Illiberalism Great Again – How the Orbán Government is Forging 
Transnational Alliances 
 

 
US-Präsident Donald Trump und der ungarische Ministerpräsident Viktor Orbán im Weißen Haus (Wikimedia Com-
mons) 

 
Date: Friday, February 27, 2026, 15:00 – 17:00 

Place: Altes Finanzamt, Raum 319, Landshuter Str. 4, 93047 Regensburg // Online via Zoom 

 
 
Introduction: 

Dr. Sonja Priebus, Europa-Universität Frankfurt/Oder 
 

Speakers:  

Gábor Scheiring, Georgetown University Qatar, Doha 

Zsuzsanna Végh, German Marshall Fund of the United States, Berlin 

Ivana Ranković, Belgrade Centre for Security Policy, Belgrade 
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About 

Over the past decade, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has emerged as a central node in the global 
rise of illiberal politics. Far from being a purely domestic project, Orbán’s model of “illiberal democracy” 
has increasingly been articulated, legitimized, and expanded through transnational networks that 
connect political leaders, think tanks, media actors, and economic interests across borders. This 
symposium examines how the Hungarian government has been actively seeking to transnationalize its 
political project and position itself as a reference point for like-minded forces in Europe and beyond. 

The event will focus on Orbán’s efforts to cultivate strategic alliances, most prominently with actors in the 
United States. Particular attention will be paid to his relationship with Donald Trump and to connections 
with conservative intellectual infrastructures such as the Heritage Foundation and other institutions in 
Europe and beyond that provide ideological support, policy templates, and platforms for mutual 
legitimation and the dissemination of ideas (e.g. Mathias Corvinus Collegium). In addition, the symposium 
will explore Hungary’s regional strategy in the Western Balkans, in particular the expansion of Hungarian 
political and economic influence in the region through investments in media ownership and 
communication infrastructures. 

 
 
  
 

 
 

Südosteuropa-Gesellschaft e.V. 

 

  

Widenmayerstr. 49 
80538 München 
Tel. +49 89 2121 540 
 

Fax +49 89 2121 5499 
E-Mail: info@sogde.org 
www.sodge.org  

 

Anmeldung 
Die Veranstaltung findet im hybriden Format statt. Wir bitten um Anmeldung bis 
spätestens 18. Februar 2026 unter folgendem Link: 
https://www.sogde.org/de/formulare/symposion-des-wb-2026/  
 
Sollten Sie an der Veranstaltung nicht persönlich teilnehmen können, bitten wir 
Sie, uns dies rechtzeitig mitzuteilen, da die Teilnehmer:innenzahl begrenzt ist. 
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